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His GRACE the 


Or. 


RUTLAND. 


May it pleaſe your GRA E, 


T7 HAT induces me now to lay the following 

| * Diſcourſe at your GrRace's Feet, is a juſt and true 
Senſe of the many Favours I have received from you. The 
Return, I muſt confeſs, is ſmall and trifling ; but, as no 
better can be had or ſought for, I humbly preſume your 
GRACE will accept it as ſuch. Upon a Peruſal of it, your 
GRACE vill find that I have'endeavoured to chalk out a Rule 
for the Magiſtrate ; and if, to that Chain of Argument I have 
uſed, there ſhould be wantin g any Links to make the Piece 
complete, I can only urge this in my own Behalf, that the 
Honeſty of the Deſign .muſt apologize for me, and ſuch 
Deficiency be made up by his own Obſervation. In Time 


of Danger, your G N Ac E is ſenſible, that, to the utmoſt 
of 


iv 1-0-0; 

of my mean Ability, I left no Stone unturned to the Service 
of my Sovereign : And, as it was both mine and every one's 
Duty beſides to uſe their utmoſt Endeavours on ſuch an 
Emergency, ſo the ſame Zeal, that was then kindled in 
me, is ſtill kept alive, and ſhall be always vigorouſly exerted, 
whenever Occaſion requires it. I muſt farther beg Leave 
to aſſure your GRACE and all the World, that I am not 
actuated herein by any ambitious Proſpect; nor do I in 
the leaſt either deſire or look for any Reward for ſuch a 
Labour; that being amply made up to me in the great 
Happineſs and Satisfaction I have in ſeeing my Sovereign, 
after the moſt impious and daring Attempts to dethrone him, 
in the full and peaceable Enjoyment of what is his hereditary 
Right; and that the Poſſeſſions I now enjoy, under an Ad- 
miniſtration wiſe, juſt, and mild in itſelf, will, in all Pro- 
bability, be perpetuated to me with ſuch Security, as to 
enable me, both now and at all Times, boldly to ſpeak out 
in the Behalf and Defence of that Prince, whom God grant 
long to reign over us, to the utter Diſappointment of a Popiſh 
Pretender and all his Adherents. I ſhall trouble your 
GRACE no further than to with you all Health and Happi- 


neſs, and ſo remain 
Your GRA CE A 
Moſt dutiful and obedient 


Humble Servant and Chaplain, 


Charles Stokes. 
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Jos xxix. the latter Part of the Hf 6% Verſe. + 
And the Cauſe which I knew not, I ſearched out. 


upright Man, Job, gives us to underſtand, that he had 

travelled through two Conditions of Life, (vis. 

proſperous and adverſe. When he * was the greateſt 
of all Men in the Eaft, and, without Doubt, a principal 
Miniſter of Juſtice in the Country where he dwelt, (as is 
evident from ſeveral Places in that Book which takes his 
Name) Eaſe and Affluence of Fortune conſpired to render 
him great and happy : But afterwards falling from the 
Pinnacle of Honour and Grandeur, and labouring under the 
afflicting Hand of God, which was grievouſly laid upon him 
for the Trial and Proof of his Patience, and entire Reſigna- 
tion to the Divine Will, there was nothing, in ſuch a de- 
plorable Situation, that could better adminiſter Comfort and 
datisfaction to him, than the Recollection of his having 
done much Good in a State of Proſperity; and which was 
remarkably exemplified in the indefatigable Pains he had 
taken to relieve the Injured and Afflicted in their Diſtreſs. 
As an Illuſtration of this, the Verſes joining to that of the 
Text may be introduced, as an Inſtance of what is now 
aſſerted. For how emphatically, and in what lively Colours, 
does that holy Man urge and deſcribe the Services he had 
* Job i. 3. | 

B done 


i N this, and the following -Chapter, that perfett * 
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done his Country in that high Station he ſo deſervedly filled? 
* When the Ear heard me, then it bleſſed me; and when the 
Eye ſaw me, it gave Witneſs to me; becauſe, ſays he, I db. 
lrvered the Poor that cried, and the Fatherleſs, and him that 
had none to help bim; the Bleſſing of bim, that was ready to 
periſh, came upon me; and I cauſed the Widow's Heart to ſing 
fer Joy. I put on Righteouſneſs, and it clothed me: my 
Judgment was as a Robe and a Diadem. I was Eyes to the 
Blind, and Feet was I to the Lame, I was a Father to the 
Poor ; and then, to give the moſt convincing Proof and 
| Teſtimony of his having fully and faithfully diſcharged the 
| high Truſt repoſed in him, he further inſinuates that he bad 
; broke the Faws of the Wicked, and pluckt the Spoil out of his 
Teeth. From ſuch an illuſtrious Example of Juſtice, at- 
tended and ſet forth with ſtrict Impartiality obſerved, 
great Diligence uſed, and an undaunted Courage exerted, 
in the Adminiſtration and Exerciſe of it, it may not be 
we 2 gab on this Occafion, to make ſome uſeful and 
neceſſary Obſervations ; and the following Method I ſhall 


| proceed in. 


| Firſt, J ſhall endeavour to point out what is the Duty 
or Office of a Civil Magiſtrate. ES 


S - | Secondly, Shew, that, in the Execution of .it, the 
ſame muſt be enforced with Diligence and Courage, for 
the Cauſe which I knew not, I ſearched out. 


Thirdly, Draw an uſeful Inferenee or two from the 
whole, and ſo conclude. | 


Firſt, then, I am to point out what is the Duty or 
Office of a Civil Magiſtrate. 3 


Job xxix. 11, 12, 13, 34, 15, 16, 17. 


Now 


fp 

Now to trace out, and ſet in a clear Light, the ſeveral 
Branches of the Magiſtrate's Office, when faithfully diſ- 
charged, and all other valuable Accompliſhments of Mind 
which muſt render him fit for the Execution of it, I think 
the followin Yr may be uſhered in, as neceſſary 
to bring tick a Purpoſe to bear, as well as to eſtabliſh the 
Character of the Perſon, and make him ſhine in the Station 
in which he is employed, and which he may ſo deſervedly 
fill both to his own Honour, and the Advantage of that 
Community over which he preſides. The Requiſites and 
Qualifications then for that End are Zeal, Wiſdom, and 
Integrity. . 


To begin with the 1//, Zeal. The Zeal, then, 
which a Magiſtrate is to exert in the Execution of his 
Office, muſt be ſuch a one, as is * according. to Knowledge ; 
and not a raſh and intemperate Zeal, which is not to be 
kept or confined within the Verge and Compaſs of right 
Reaſon : For being borne away by impetuous Sallies, 
fomented and raiſed in him by either private Pique, or a 
partial Attention to the Importunities of a near Relation 
or particular Friend, and without well weighing every 
neceſſary and material Circumſtance, when he takes the 
Scales of Juſtice into his Hands, he mult naturally and 
unavoidably be mifled, and diverted from doing what is 
right and equitable, and ſo, conſequently, make the Scales 
turn to the Diſadvantage of one that juſtly ſeeks to be 
redreſſed. But when ſuch an ungoverned Heat or Zeal is 
carefully avoided, and every Miniſter of Juſtice cooly, 
deliberately, and impartially confiders and determines AB 
Caſe or Point in View, after having a right and thoroug 
Knowledge of every Circumſtance and Allegation, he then 
* Rom. K. 2. e 
B 2 pro- 


e 
roceeds, and walks upon ſure Ground, and the Steps taken 
him, in doing Juſtice, and executing Judgment, will not 
prove falſe and erroneous, but ſuch as will abundantly 
evidence, that the Province he.enters upon he „ 
goes through with Reputation and Credit, and is what will 
ultimately redound to God's Glory, and the common Benefit 
of Mankind. Thus forwarded by a commendable and well- 
governed Zeal, he never gives a ſurer Proof and Specimen 
of his exerting it in a right and proper Manner, than when, 
in the Execution of his Office, he becomes, like Fob, Eyes 
to the Blind, Feet to the Lame, and a Father to the Poor. 
It is, moreover, a Truth not at all to be doubted, that 
God's Wiſdom was particularly diſplayed in the Order and 
Oeconomy of the World, by appointing ſuch a Diſparity in 
it, as, for the Sake of Subſerviency of one Man to another, 
and without which Government itſelf could not well ſub- 
fiſt, that there might be ſome whoſe Advantages, with 
Regard to intellectual Abilities, and a liberal Education 
had for the Improvement of them, might prove uſeful 
and beneficial to thoſe who are not bleſſed with them; and 
being called upon for Advice, Aſſiſtance, and Protection 
in any Shape, by thoſe in a ſubordinate State, and who 
have not embraced the like Opportunities of Improvement, 
they are obliged zealouſly and chearfully to E and 


diſpenſe Light to ſuch as ſit in Darkneſs, reach out a help- 


ing Hand to ſuch as need * and at length exhibit 
ſuch a fatherly Affection to the Poor, by ſtretching out 
their Wings as a Shelter for them in real Diſtreſs, that, 
by ſuch a Procedure, they may ap ſerviceable In- 
ſtruments of Juſtice, and be juſtly called Eyes to the Blind, 
Feet to the Lame, and Fathers to the Poor, in the moſt 
excellent Senſe. In ſuch a Sphere, which a good Ma- 
giſtrate muſt move in, a ſuitable and becoming Zeal 1s 
intirely neceſſary; and when he thus ſquares his CO, 

| an 


(9 ) 
and ſteers his Courſe invariably by ſuch a Rule, he then 
adorns his Station, and fairly challenges the Praiſe of all 
honeſt and good Men. 1 


But, 2dly, The next Qualification, that muſt conduce to 
render the Magiſtrate perfect in his Duty, is Wiſdom. 
This Attainment is ſo mutually interwoven with that of 
Zeal, that a ſuitable Zeal cannot properly be exerted with- 
out it. For, as a competent Share of Underſtanding is 
required in the Diſcharge of ſo important a Truſt, the Mind 
muſt be ſtored with ſuch uſeful Ideas, that, to avoid the 
Charge and Imputation of Error, he may tread in ſuch a 
direct and ready Path, as to ſhew that Zeal is guided by | 
Wiſdom, and that the Journey, he takes by ſuch a Purſuit, | 
proves as well eaſy and agreeable to himſelf, as profitable | 

| 
| 


to thoſe that ſet him upon it. Beſides, without ſuch an 
Accompliſhment, how can.a Miniſter of Juſtice be ſup- 
poſed or thought to give Eyes to the Blind, or undertake to 
diſperſe that Cloud of Ignorance by Rays of Knowledge 
darted from his Underſtanding, when perhaps he is beſet 
with a Night of Ignorance, or in the Dark himſelf, which 
prevents his giving ſuch friendly Counſel? Or, ſtrictly 
and properly ſpeaking, * f the Blind ſhall lead the Blind, 
ſhall they not both fall into the Ditch? © | 


To urge this Point ſtill farther. How can he be ſaid 
to be Feet to the Lame, when, deſtitute of intellectual 
Powers, he cannot find out a proper Reſtorative whereby 
to reduce him to a walking State, or adminiſter neceſſary 
Means to his Support and Aſſiſtance in Diſtreſs ? Or, again, 
how can the Fatherleſs and Widow take Sanctuary under 
his Wings, when really a Want of Judgment, in uſing - 
proper Meaſures to ſtop their piteous Cries, may diſable him 


„Matt. xv. 14. 6 
om 
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from expanding them? In ſhort, Wiſdom ak fo far 
contribute to poiſe and balance the Scales, that whoever is 
bleſſed with a plentiful Stock of it, cannot; if he acts upon 
an honeſt Principle, miſs of diſtributing Juſtice in the moſt 

impartial Manner, becauſe that is his Guide, wine if 
regularly followed, will never miſlead him. 


But, 34ly, The next Qualification, with which he 8 | 
be veſted, in order to heighten his Character in the Diſ- 
charge of his Office, is Integrity. By that is meant ſuch 
a conſtant, fincere, and univerſal Kecard to every Branch 
of it, as makes his Conduct therein all uniform and compact. 
But then ſuch an Accompliſhment is ſo eſſentially blended 
with thoſe of Zeal and Wiſdom, that his Reputation is 
not ſo complete, nor can his Duty, in that Situation, be ſo 
well performed without it. Zeal without Wiſdom may 
lead him too far, and Wiſdom without Zeal not advance 
far enough, in the Cauſe he may be engaged in: So that 
Integrity ſteps in, and brings together two diſtant Qualities, 
and, becoming a Party with them, they all jointly: com- 
bine to forward the Perſon in the Diſcharge of his Truſt; 
and, when ſuch ſhining Attainments center in him, he is 
then * cls/bed with the Garment of Righteouſneſs, and Judg- 
ment ſitteth upon him as a Robe and a Diadem. Thus 
equipped, . ee and armed with that Integrity, which 
is his Breaſt- plate, Spear, and Helmet, he is always ready to 
countenance and protect ſuch as approach him, when 
Reaſon and Equity are on their Side. Inſpired with a noble 
Zeal and publick Spirit, to act for the Benefit of the Com- 
munity over which he rules, the Welfare of that always 
exerciſes his Care and Vigilance ſo much, as to exempt him 
from any narrow and ſelfiſh Views, and makes him turn his 
Thoughts and Endeavours only that Way which leads to a 


Job XXIX. 14. 


fair 
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fair and equitable Deciſion, and fully evinces that he is ſer- 
viceable to his Country in any Shape, or Trial of any Point 
that falls under his Notice and Obfervation. When he thus 
ſets out, and ranges in the Sphere allotted him, he parti- 
cularly avoids the Imputation of doing any Thing beneath 
his Character, or neglecting any Thing that ſhould adorn it. 
The Authority put into his Hands he never debaſes to low 
and unpopular Ends: And, if ever the Influence of great 
People ſhould beſet him, he never ſtarts from his Duty, but, 
like Waves daſhed againſt a Rock, that Attempt upon his 
Probity is repelled, and only ſthews its own Weakneſs. When 
he is ſollicited for Juſtioe, he always thinks his Time, be it 
ever ſo long, well ſpent, in helping them to Right that ſuffer 
Wrong ; nor is he ever to be captivated by fair Words and 
Speeches, like a Snare to entrap him. In fhort, he never 
appears in a truer Light, nor can we have a better Picture 


of him, than when he is thus repreſented, that“ Righteouſ- 


neſs is the Virale of his Loins, and Faithfulneſs the Girdle of 


his Reins : So that, being perfectly fortified with that In- 
tegrity which hinders him from turning to either the right 


Hand or the left, he proceeds directly in the Courſe of 


Juſtice, like the Sun in the Firmanent, with irreſiſtible 
Force, and + like a Giant, which is ready, and rej ceth 1 fo 
run Ps Race, who can obſtruet him Ott 


Hav aving thus far diſpatched the firſt Head, and ſhewn 
what Qualifications muſt adorn the Magiſtrate in the Diſ- 
charge of the high Truſt ix nor in hun, 1 procoed, 


Secondh, To thew, chat; in the mahoatich of his Office, 
the ſame muſt be enforced with Diligence and Courage. 


It is commonly to be obſerved; that Truth, when ſought 
after, often lies deep, and at a Diſtance, and is frequently 
51 ® ZWninh . 5. I kin ux. f. | 


coyered 


I 
covered with many Diſguiſes, which a Magiſtrate, by Dint 
of Wiſdom and Sagacity, muſt pull off, before it is diſcover- 
ed, before he can be either able to know the Cauſe or ſearch 
it out, This is moſt remarkably verified in two Inſtances in 
Holy Writ: The one of Solomon, with Regard to the two 
Mothers; the other of Damel, with Regard to the two 
* Elders. When Solomon, upon an equal Claim of the Mothers 
to the Child, was much at a Stand, and when there was no 
viſible Evidence beſides for him to determine in ſo abſtruſe 
a Point, and ſearch out the Truth under ſuch a Dilemma, 
he thought that no better Means of Diſcovery eould be con- 
trived, than to exerciſe that great Wiſdom with which God 
had blefſed him; and ſo, attempting to divide the Child, he 
made Truth peep out of its Dungeon, and the real Mother 
was known by her Compaſſion, which betrayed the Falſhood 
of her noiſy Competitor. This was ſo illuſtrious a Specimen 
of Solomon's Wiſdom and diſtinguiſhing Abilities, as much 
captivated the Affections of the People he governed, and 
occaſioned ſuch a Dread of and Eſteem for him, that + al 
Iſrael heard of the Judgment, which the King had judged, 
and they feared the King ; for they ſaw that the Wiſdom of 
God was in him to do Judgment. With Regard to that other 
Account of Daniels exemplary Juſtice ſhewn in righting 
and protecting injured: Innocence, there was nothing, that 
brought him out of that Labyrinth in which he was in- 
| volved, but a ſeparate Examination of the Accuſers; and, 
finding them to differ in Point of Circumſtance, it gave that 
Turn to the Scales, that Judgment was juſtly executed upon 
the Wicked, who were ſhamefully 8 Gare? in the Work of 
their own Hands, and in the ſame Net, which they privily bid, 

\ was their own Foot taken. N ed Hense 


From hence a Magiſtrate muſt learn that uſeful and in- 
ſtructive Leſſon, that great Diligence muſt be uſed in the 


* Apoch, +1 Kings iii. 28. 5 Palm ix. 15, 16. 
| Execu- 
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Execution of his Office, and that there are frequently many 
Windings and Turnings through which: he muſt travel in 
the Progreſs he makes in the Courſe of it; and when the 
Avenues to Light and Truth are ſet open, by removing ſuch 
Obſtacles as block them up, the Cauſe, which he knew not, 
is ſearched to the Bottom, and the Event or Iflue reſulting 
from it naturally turns out ſucceſsful, After ſuch Diligence 
as is neceſlary to trace out the Truth, and make the Steps 
he takes ſecure, an undaunted Courage muſt follow to put 
the Laws in Execution. To. diſtribute Juſtice in the moſt 
impartial Manner, he muſt be reſolutely bent upon paying 
no Regard to Perſons, -Intereſts, or Opinions; making no 
Diſtinction between Rich or Poor, Friend or Enemy, 
Citizen * Stranger: And what muſt oblige him to deal 
thus, is, * that the Tudg ment is God's. By divine Command, 

he muſt not even preſume or + dare to countenance a poor 
Man in his Cauſe, but when the Reflection, of its being the 
Cauſe of Equity, puts him upon it. When any mighty 
Oppreſſor, one that plumes himſelf in Defiance of Juſtice, 
that, as the Pfalmiſt affirms, & ſtrengthens himſelf in bis 
Wickedneſs, and truſts. in the Multitude of his uncertain Rrehes ; 
when ſuch a one, 1 ſay, richly deſerves to feel the Wrath of 
a Magiſtrate, his Courage mult never fail to execute it in the 
' moſt effectual Manner. With a fearleſs Spirit and Reſolu- 
tion he muſt throw his Spear at the Beaſt of Prey, he muſt 
take the \Tyger by the Tuſk, break his Jaws, and pluck the 
Spoil out 3 25 Teeth And, where there: is an Example 
made of ſuch a Tranſgreſſor, I may, with Reaſon; confi- 
dently affirm, that it breathes more Life into the Laws, adds 
greater Vigour to them, than when they are put in Force 
againſt a Hundred petty Criminals. , In ſuch an Inſtance of 
Juſtice, where a Magiſtrate puts out that helping Hand to 
ſubdue the Tyranny of ſuch an Oppreſſor, the ſame com- 


Deut. i. 17. + Exodus xxiii, 5. i. Pſalm lii. 8. 
C mendable 
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- mendable Zeal muſt be kept alive, and manfully exerted, 
when Religion and the Laws of God are ſhamefully trampled 
upon, and loudly call for his Care and Protection. Now 
Religion is of that Value and Conſequence to us, that, 
ſhould a Magiſtrate negle& any Opportunity of puniſhing 
thoſe who tranſgreſs the divine Laws, Profaneneſs and 
Dai would get that Ground upon us by it, that, in- 
ſtead of * worſbi Sing Ged in the Beauty of "Holineſs, that 
hideous Picture of Deformity, Vice, would: in Time im- 
pudently preſent itſelf in its Room, and every Thing ſerious 
and facred. be turned into Conte t and Ridicule;- and, 
inſtead of driving the Irreligious from + the Seat of the 
Scorner, he would fit triumphant in + Wickedneſs, and- bid 
Defiance to all Authority, both Sacred and Civil. As, 
therefore, God hath aſſured us, in his Holy Word, that 
$ thoſe that honour him he will honour, and that ſuch as 227 
him ſhall be lightly gſteemed: Muſt it not be the peculiar 
Province of the Magiſtrate, if he has any. Regard- to the 
Honour of God, the publick Good; or the Glen: Oath 
with which he is in Conſcience bound; vigorouſly to exert 
himſelf, and, by a due Execution of the Laws, put a timely 
Stop to ſuch inſolent Wickedneſs as is now ſo predominant 
amongſt us? Or have we not Reaſon to believe, that an 
Omiſhon or Neglect of that Kind makes our Impiety the 
Cauſe of many Judgments and Afflictions lightin g upon us? 
Let us inſtance only in the preſent Mortality among the Cattle. 
+ Behold, ſays Moſes to Pharaoh, the Hand of the Bord is 
upon thy Cattle, which. is in che E zeld. And, if Pharad's 
Gbſtinacy and Rebellion were inſtrumental in bringing the 
Judgments of Heaven upon him, have we not Reaſon both 
to think and believe, that our * quity is the real Occaſion 
of the ſame ſad Calamity amongſt us? Let us inſtance, 
again, in the dreadful Shocks of Earthquakes. From this 


* Pſalm xcvi. 9. + Pſalmi. 1. 5 1 Sam. ii. 30. 4 Exodus ix. 3. laſt 
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laſt Inſtance of God's Anger with us, may we not reaſonably 
collect, that, ſince his Voice by the Plague upon the Cattle 
made no Impreſſion upon us, he called to us from Heaven, 
the ſecond Time, to warn us of our approaching Doom; 
and that, tho all the Arrows of his Diſpleaſure may not be 
intirely diſcharged, nor the Phials of his Wrath quite poured 
out upon us, yet ſuch an Expoſtulation with us ſhould 
certainly haſten us to our Duty, leſt, the third Time, a 
worſe and more fatal Thing ſhould befal us? We muſt 
therefore reflect with ourſelves, that * wwirh the Lord there 
is Mercy, and with our God er. Rellemption, and 
that nothing but a ſpeedy and vifibly Reformation, of both 
Lives and Manners; amongſt us can avert his wrathful 
Diſpleaſure from being aimed at us. But, if we ſtill perſiſt 
in a profane Courſe of Life; we ſhall find, that, when the 
Meaſure of our Iniquity is filled up, and we are ripe for 
Deſtruction, then will God pronounce that irreverſible Sen- 
tence from the Mouth of his Prophet Ezekiel! : + Thus ſhall 
mine Anger be accompliſhed, and I will cauſe ny Fury to reſt 
upon them; and I ſbull be coniforted : and they ſhall know that 
I the Lord have ſpoken it in my Zeal, when I have accompliſhed 
ny Fury upon them. And here I cannot omit taking Notice 
of thoſe ſeaſonable Admonitions given by a pious and learned 
$ Prelate,_in: the late Inſtance of the Earthquakes, to the 
People of that great and wealthy Metropolis; and that it 
was a ſtill fmall Voice within, Conſcience I mean, that 
whiſpered to him, + Thrs is the Way, walk thou in it, do thou 
thy Maſter's Bufineſs gladly ; and which, to his immortal 
Honour be it fpoken; he faithfully tranſacted to the Quiet 
and Satisfaction of his own Mind, arid, I hope, to tte 
ſpiritual Advantage of thoſe for whom they were intended. 
But to return to what we were upon. e 

pfum Mx. 7. + Exekitl v. 13: f Ses te Biftiop 6f Lindon's Letter. 
Iſaiah xxx, 21, | | | 


C 2 Licentiouſneſs, 
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Licentiouſneſs, God knows, appears daily in the Streets 
with its Head uncovered; ſets up its Standard, in Oppoſition 
to Religion, in the moſt: audacious Manner; and when 
Men are openly liſted in the Service of Sin, when nothing 
but a general Corruption of Manners and Principles prevails, 
how ought the Magiſtrate to interpoſe his Authority]! How 
ſpeedily ſhould he unſheath the Sword of Juſtice, * which 
he beareth not in. vain, and deſervedly execute Wrath upon 
ſuch inſolent Sons of Violence and Iniquity, that, by a 
timely and effectual Means, he may ſtem the Torrent of 
ſuch a Peſtilence, ſuch Overflowings of Ungodlineſs, as juſtly 


make us afraid, and which, in a moſt ſhameful Manner, 


hath overwhelmed our Land, and ſpread itſelf through all 


Ranks and Degrees of People! Or, to ſpeak more 
emphatically, how juſtly, on ſuch an Emergency, may we 


apply that well-adapted Expreſſion of holy David's, Let 


+ Phineas, or the Magiſtrate, and up and execute Judgment, 
that /o the Plague may be ſtayed I have now done with 
the Heads, and ſo ſhall proceed to the Inferences. 


1/} Then, as the Magiſtrate, by what has been already 


offered, muſt uſe both Diligence and Courage in the Dil 
charge of his Truſt, it cannot be at all improper. to draw 


this natural and plain Inference, that, as the Authority, by 
which he acts, is, next under God, derived from his 
Sovereign, he muſt be no leſs diligent than courageous in 
taking ſuch Steps, as to make Examples of them who any 


Ways offer to diſturb that Government under which we are 


perfectly happy, and enjoy all Rights and Privileges, as 
any Briton can really wiſh for or deſire. The Spur, that 
ſhould more particularly excite him to act in the belt 
Manner he can for the Service of his Country in that 


Rom xiii, 4. + Plalm cvi. 30. hea 
Reſpect, 
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Reſp ect, is a juſt. and true Senſe, which he —_ have till 
freſh in his Memory, of the great and imminent Danger 
we were not long ago in, by the 1mpious and daring At- 
tempts of a rebellious Banditti, Eg A Deſign to over- 


throw us both in Church and State, and thereby introduce 


Popiſh Tyranny and Arbitrary Power: And I, and almoſt 
every one elſe, muſt, from an * Inſurrection of which we 
have lately had a moſt ſhocking Inſtance, be inclined to 
think, — there are ſtill 3 g ſome Seeds of Faction 
and Diſcontent, which would gladly ſow themſelves to yield 


that Increaſe, and rife up to ſuch Perfection, as once again to 


put on a full rebellious Face, if not timely prevented by 
the Magittrate's Care and Vigilance. As therefore our moſt 
gracious King, whom God grant long to fill the Britiſh 
Throne, is the great Strength and Bulwark of the Re- 


© Aa. * 4 


upon Wo 2 mined. Pevites es. . believe 1 cannot make 
this Matter clearer than by che following Simile. In any 
Soil, which is peſtered wh ill Weeds, the Huſbandman 
uſes all poſſible Cate and Diligence. to] root them out, that 
the Crop ariſing may be large and beautiful. So, in any 
Government which is erected upon a peaceable Baſis, and 
ſupported by wholeſome Laws, every Magiſtrate, within 
the Circle of his Power, ſhould, like = Huſbandman, 


induſtriouſly ſtrive to ſearch; and root out. eyery ie of 


it, that they that are wellraffected, and diſpoſed to he wick 


Subjects,” may be out of the Reach of that Poiſon; 
Gods knows, would be moſt; fatal in its Tendency: 


ſuch Diligence uſed, ſuch Courage exerted, the i 
would retire to their Holes 9 Corners; one true and 
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lawful Sovereign be firmly ſeated in the Hearts and Af. 
fections of His People; and then he may be truly ſaid, not 
only to reſt ſecure on, but have * his Throne eftlabliſhed in 
Righteouſneſs. q 711 1 8 2 1255 


But, 2dly, as T have endeavoured to point out the Ma- 
giſtrate's Duty in as true Colours, and with as much Exact- 
neſs, as I am capable of, it no leſs concerns me to infer 
further, that the People, over which he rules, ſhould enter- 
tain a great Eſteem and Veneration for him ; arid to which 
they are indiſpenſably obliged, if they well confider that 
he is the Guardian of the publick Peace, and that every one; 
through his Influence, + fits ſafe under his own Vine and 
Fig-Tree. Beſides, when they come to reflect that the 
divine Image is ſtamped in him, that even in Scripture he 
is dignified with the 8 Title of God, and that | the Powers 
that be are ordatned of God, that ſhould certainly be deemed 
a moſt prevailing Motive to lead them on to ſuch a Con- 
duct and Demeanour, as to pay the greateſt Regard and 
Deference imaginable to ſuch as are in Authority; and that 

rey no Ways preſume, either by Word or Deed, to 
tranſgreſs thoſe Bounds of Decency and Behaviour to which 
they are limited, both by Seripture and Reaſon, and which 
cannot poſſibly be intrenched upon ' without offering the 

igheſt Indignity and Aﬀront to the Almighty hinvfelf. 
Submiſſion or Obedience to the Higher Powers, with the 
Nature of it, is a Topick that has already ſufficiently ex- 
— many able and learned Pens; and, as I cannot now 
uggeſt any Fhing upon that Suthject, but whit' has been 
before deni Backed and dente, Imuſt content 
myſelf with only obſerving, that, as they || are the Miniſters 
of God to us for Good, as Nulers are int 4 Terror to gool 


® Prov. Mv. 5. + Micah iv. 4. $ Pfalin NA. 6. 
+ Rom. xiii. 1. Rom. xii. 3, 4. 


Works, 
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Works, but tn the Evil, our moſt holy Religion particularly 
enjoins us thiy, to honour, and pray for, the * King as 
ſupreme, and decently to fubmit ourſelves ano Governors, as 
unto them- that are ſent by. him. for the Puniſhment of Evil- 
doers, and for the Praiſe of them that da duell. 


To conclude. Since, then, the Magiſtrate is apparently 
our great Security, and under his Wings we take that 
Shelter, as to be protected from any Wrong or Oppreſſion 
done us; and ſince it is his peculiar Province to make the 

publick Good his chief Aim and Deſign; in whatever 
Courſe he may take in the Adminiſtration of Juſtice, let us 
earneſtly ſtrive to order our Steps ſo regularly, and ſet that 
Guard to the Door of our Lips, that we both walk and 
perſevere in well-doing only, and not let our Mouth utter 
any Thing that may give Offence either to God or the 
Powers that are ſet over us. To this End, let us fear 
God, and honour the King ; let us ſtudy to appear good and 
dutiful Subjects to him; let us conſider that a Change in 
Government would anſwer no other End, than to be the 
Means and Occaſion of a total Subverſion in both Church 
and State, and that whoever ſhould inadvertently make that 
Attempt upon our-moelt ent Cepſtitution, would, in 
the End, find great Nasen to lament the ill Fruits and 
Conſequences of ſuck a- raſh Badpawour ; let us again be- 
ſeech the Clergy of this Lamg;.that, in their ſeveral and 
reſpective Pariſhes, they wen both teach and exhort the 
People committed to their Care, to + pray for Kings, and 
for all that are in Authority, that we may lead a quiet and 
peaceable Life in all Godlineſs and Honeſty ; and, laſtly, that 
every Magiſtrate, within the Extent of his Rule, may ſo 
conduct himſelf to God's Glory, the Service of Mankind, 
and the eſtabliſhing his own Reputation, let us cloſe all 


” L0G. 1, 14, 87. + 1 Tim. ii. 2. ich 
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„ 
| : Contained in the-excellent Liturgy 


g that they may painfully, ri 
differently miniſter Faſtice,” to the I Wicked- 
aſs and Vice, and to the Maintenance. God 8 true Religion 


and Virtue amongſt us. KIA ASL IQ, Lbs nth 
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